. Internal control tissues for both histochemistry and immunohistochemistry comprising unaffected areas of eight different aortic valves. In A, note the aortic valve leaflet composed of three anatomic layers: the fibrosa, a collagen-rich layer on the aortic side of the valve (top layer); the spongiosa, a layer of variable thickness lying between the fibrosa and ventricularis, with a less dense matrix and often containing adipose cells and the ventricularis, a layer with prominent elastin fibers located on the ventricular side of the valve (bottom layer). In B to F, note the lack of calcified areas (B) as well as any of the antigens detected from Grade 1 upward (C to F, compare with figures 1, 2, 3 and 5). 
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